5th Grade Curriculum Overview

Reading

o “Go beyond the obvious” and be more critical and inquisitive while maintaining comprehension
(asking substantial questions; drawing inferences with text-based evidence)

o Read a broader range of genres, subgenres, authors, subjects, and for a variety of purposes

Develop healthy reading habits (maintenance of log, sustained reading over time/stamina)

o Students are expected to read a minimum of 60 minutes each night. Research has shown that
students should be reading at least one hour a day to stay on grade level. Students behind grade
level need to read even more.
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Writing
a. Units of Study:
o Metaphor/Simile Poetry
o Informational/Research Report
o Persuasive/Expository Essay
o Personal Narrative
b. Incorporate richer vocabulary and use of figurative language in writing
Use more varied sentence structure to present ideas
Writing Revolution techniques (using complex sentence exercises to strengthen paragraph writing;
using outlines (MPO) to plan for and develop multi-paragraph sentences)
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Math
a. Units of Study:
o Factors and Multiples
o Multiplication/Division
o Geometry (angles, properties/hierarchy of polygons, coordinate geometry, area/perimeter)
o Fractions/Decimals/Percents
o Data Analysis/Probability
Extend prior understandings and link mathematical relationships
. Compute with improved efficiency and automaticity for number facts
Be able to solve a problem using a range of strategies and adopt strategies based on context
of a problem
e. Show clear notation and organization in presenting problem solving approaches (using a
combination of numbers, words, and pictures)
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Social Studies

a. Units of Study: Slavery in America AND Immigration

b. Connect current events with units of study

c. Make connections between units of study (cause-effect relationships; compare/contrast)
d. Understand/appreciate/adopt a historical point of view

SEL/Personal Development

o Demonstrate greater independence and responsibility in problem-solving and decision-making

o Show active participation across a variety of classroom settings—whole class/small
group/partner/independent work

o ldentify hopes/fears and personal goals; Self-assess strengths and needs; Develop coping
strategies and managing emotions
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